
Educator 
Guide

K-12 English Language 
Learners and the 2020 Census 
Statistics in Schools Program
The 2020 Census Statistics in Schools (SIS) program educates students about the 

decennial census and uses census data to teach them concepts and skills aligned with 

grade-level learning objectives. As the 2020 Census approaches, SIS is adding 67 new 

activities, among many other resources, to the program. This includes activities that are 

specially designed for English language learners (ELLs).

Can I use SIS activities in my classroom if some of my students are 
English language learners?
All English language learner (ELL) activities are adapted versions of the SIS activities 

created for native English speakers. This allows teachers with both native English 

speakers and English language learners in their classroom to use the same activity 

for all students, while providing targeted instruction for the English language learners. 

When you visit census.gov/schools to access SIS activities, you will see that some of the 

activities for each grade band have a corresponding ELL version. The ELL teacher’s guide 

includes instructions for all students, so use that version if some of your students are 

English language learners. Download both versions of the student activity, and have each 

student use the appropriate version.
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Featured Activity: 

Let’s Get the Count Right

Topic(s):

Counting, state population, 

“more than” vs. “less than”

Grade Level:

K-2

Approx. Time Required:

40 minutes

Learning Objectives: 

Students will be able to: 

• Build vocabulary.

• Recognize and count numbers up to 100.

• Compare quantities using the terms “more than,” “less than,” and “equal to.”

• Understand the concept of population and how distributing resources relates to the quantity 

of people living in a community.

• Understand the importance of being counted in the 2020 Census.

Introduction

The 2020 Census Statistics in Schools (SIS) program is designed to educate students about the decennial 

census and to teach them educational concepts and skills, such as data literacy, through use of census 

data in the classroom. Responding to the census helps your community get its fair share of funding. 

Census data guides how more than $675 billion in federal funding is distributed to states and communities 

each year. These funds support vital community programs that help children, such as schools, hospitals, 

housing, and food assistance. By educating students about the 2020 Census, you can help encourage a 

complete count. 

The 2020 Census SIS program can be used with educational standards across the United States. You 

can use the topics and learning objectives above to determine which subject and unit plan or theme this 

activity will best fit into.

About the 2020 Census

In addition to the information that is built into instructions for this activity, the following points provide an 

easy, grade-appropriate way to explain the census to your students.

• The decennial census is a count of every person living in the United States that occurs every 

10 years.

• It is important that every person be counted to make sure the government can provide money to 

each community for things like roads and parks.

• Make sure an adult in your home counts you in the 2020 Census.
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Featured Activity: 
Let’s Get the Count Right

1. Fill in the population numbers for your class in the chart below.

What is the population of your group? What is the population of the other group?
What is the population of your whole class? 

2. At first, did your group have the right amount of supplies for everyone? (circle one)

3. When your teacher passed out the supplies a second time, did your group have enough to give one to 

each person? (circle one)

http://www.census.gov/schools


How many ELL activities are available?
The K-12 activities that were created specifically for the 2020 Census SIS program are 

divided into five grade bands: K-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, and high school. There are two ELL 

activities for each grade band from kindergarten through eighth grade; for high school, 

there are four ELL activities.

How are the ELL activities different from the other activities?
The ELL teacher’s guides include key concepts and vocabulary, suggested sentence 

starters for students to use, and specific information on how to teach English language 

learners throughout the activity. The ELL student activities include a word bank and a 

list of key vocabulary with corresponding visuals to demonstrate what each word means. 

In some cases, the ELL version of the student activity includes data charts that have 

already been filled in to allow the students more time to focus on vocabulary.

Why should I use these activities with the English language 
learners in my classroom?
All SIS activities help students prepare for an increasingly data-driven world. The more 

they understand how data impacts many things around them, the better prepared 

they will be for their future education and career. SIS activities also educate students 

about the decennial census and why it’s important to be counted—a message they can 

take home and communicate to their parents and other adults in their home. Finally, 

these activities allow English language learners to engage with important content while 

learning relevant English vocabulary and practicing oral language.

Where can I access these activities?
To get started, visit census.gov/schools.

http://census.gov/schools
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